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Prompting dances is used anytime the leader 
wishes to provide the dancers with maxium 
enjoyment of the music. The commands are 
given by the leader prior the point in the 
music where the dance action fits in the 
music. This paper will show one method of 
how this in done. 

Quadrilles are 64 step dance routines fitted to 
64 beat arrangements of music. The 64 
beats are divided into "phrases" of 8 beats. 
The dance routine must also be 
choreographed so the movements fit eight or 
multiples of eight steps. 

The example below is a popular Quadrille 
named "Queen's Quadrille" from the book 
"Dancing for Busy People" The actions of the 
dancers are all eight steps in length with the 
exception of the Promenade from 49-64. 

That "basic" takes 16 steps to complete. 

First, the dance routine and the timing of the 
movements are taught to the dancers. It 
helps to walk the dance for both the Head 
and Side positions at least once. 

Description 

1-8 Head or side couples Right & Left Thru. 
9-16 Same 2 Ladies Chain. 

17-24 The other facing couples Right & Left 
Thru. 

25-32 Same 2 Ladies Chain. 

33-40 All join hands and Circle Left 
41-48 Swing the comer. 

49-64 Four Couples Promenade once around the 
ring. 

To "prompt" this dance, the leader must 
deliver the commands ahead of when the 
dancers will be starting each "basic" 
movement. 


Most musical arrangements start with an 
introduction. This introduction can be 
anywhere from 0 to 16 beats in length. I've 
chosen to use 8 beats of introduction in the 
example. 

The line in the example starts with 4 dashes. 
This indicates the leader should wait for 4 
beats of music to be played before giving any 
prompt. 

Then the prompt of "Head 2 couples Right 
& Left Thru" is delivered on the last four 
beats of the phrase. Usually the leader 
chants the instructions in time to the beats of 
the music. Some leaders just speak the 
instructions. 

Prompts 


Intro-, Head 2 couples Right & Left Thru 

1-8-, Same 2 Ladies Chain 

9-16-, Side 2 couples Right & Left 

Thru 

17-24-, Same 2 Ladies Chain 

25-32-, All join hands & Circle Left 

33-40-, - - Corner Swing 

41-48-, — Promenade 

49-56-,- 

57-64-, Side 2 couples Right & Left 

Thru 


(Alternate head & side couples) 

Notice, in phrase 33-40 the leader waits 6 
beats of music before delivering the prompt 
"Corner Swing." If the leader delivered the 
command any sooner, the dancers would feel 
they should hurry up and Swing sooner. 








